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Maintaining your Passion for Labouring over the Long Haul 
Labourers conference – October 2017 

 

Generational ministry can be tough going! This is a ministry that is all about people and their 

spiritual growth. It’s about transformation and change. This means that people are needing to 

make choices against the status quo. And of course, that takes a bit of convincing and 

conviction. Sometimes a lot of it. 

So here you are, on your own time, trying to do the right thing, serving Jesus, but the other 

person is not all that cooperative. You feel like you’re pulling teeth sometimes, you know, 

not exactly appreciated, though from the dentist’s point of view, that’s you the discipler, 

pretty important for the health of the other person. 

And sometimes you feel like you’ve covered the same ground a hundred times. How many 

hours do you have to listen to these boy-girl problems.  

Not only that, they don’t in any way appreciate your valuable time like you do. The guy that 

1st discipled me was a very busy final year engineering student and I left him sitting alone 

many times at the coffee shop at 6am, when I had stood him up. I have had the same 

experience many times with students and cadets. 

Another problem is the lack of power you may feel. You may want to try to override the will 

of that strong-willed woman you are trying to disciple, but you know it won’t work. God 

hasn’t designed things that way. They will believe (or watch or do) whatever they want to 

believe, or watch, or do. You can suggest that they do what the Bible says, but in the end, you 

can’t make them obey God. So, you end up dealing with the consequences time and time 

again, wondering why you ever volunteered for this job. 

Fruitfulness seems so slow going. Not only in people’s discipleship but especially when it 

comes to movement towards Christ among your lost friends. 

Besides all this challenge in ministry, there is the daily pressure you feel personally, from the 

spiritual battle. You are dealing with your own issues. You are struggling in your own 

holiness. How can you help others when you know what a spiritual weakling you really are? 

Not to mention the challenges of having an unseen enemy, the devil, who is constantly taking 

pot shots at you and those you are trying to help, making this battle one that is not going 

away anytime soon.  

Yet even all of this might be a bit easier to put up with, if what you do was really appreciated 

as of value to society, like being a footie player.  But the reality is that most of your 

neighbours and family, don’t understand what you do, and if they did they might actually not 

be all that affirming.  

So why keep at it? Why put up with the stress, frustration, wilfulness, apathy, lack of being 

valued, etc. And for those who are employed to do this full time: why not get a real job, that 

makes real money, and can provide a way for your kids to explain what their parents do for a 

living?  

So, you begin to talk to yourself: ‘Self, perhaps, it would be better to leave this to those more 

gifted at it than I am. I’ve had a go, I’ve done this for quite a while now, it’s time to let a new 

generation gain experience. I haven’t gone golfing in ages! And with a bit more time, there 

are all sorts of projects I could finally get to.’ And away they go. 
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It’s a fact that for all sorts of reasons including some of these mentioned, many, many, 

labourers stop labouring. Stop trying to reach people in evangelism. Stop discipling other 

believers. Even those who have been at it as leaders and missionaries.  

Let me mention one of these that is mentioned in Scripture. 

Demas 

Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me…. 2 Timothy 4:22 

These are the words of the Apostle Paul regarding one of his team written from his prison cell 

in Rome while awaiting the judgement of the imperial court. Demas was a man who had been 

with Paul and Timothy and Titus and Luke in the battle for the souls of the Gentile nations. 

He had witnessed the amazing work of God in drawing many into His Kingdom. And like the 

others, he would have faced many dangers and hardships, such as those described by Paul in 

2 Corinthians 11 – shipwreck, bandits, opponents, hunger, thirst, lack of sleep, the cold 

nights. He was a man who along with Luke, Mark and Aristarchus is called Paul’s fellow 

worker in the letter to Philemon. He and Luke and Paul sent greetings to the Colossians when 

Paul wrote them from his first imprisonment. He was a well-regarded and vital member of the 

apostolic team that changed the world of their day. 

Yet Demas, in the great hour of crisis and testing, as the emperor Nero, begins his great 

persecution of the Christians, arresting Paul and Peter, and eventually killing them. During 

this great test of the resolve and perseverance of the saints, Demas is unmasked. His heart is 

laid bare. He reveals another set of priorities that had gained control of his life. A love that 

competed with his love of Christ; and in the end proved stronger, as seen by the reality of his 

actions. A love for this present world, this life.  

He would have known well the words of Jesus, probably taught them as a missionary leader: 

If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 

follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for me will save it.  Luke 9:23-24 

and 

No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom 

of God.  Luke 9:62 

He knew the story of Judas, an insider in Jesus’ team, who had heard these sayings of Jesus 

personally, and who too from all outward appearances was a committed member of Jesus’ 

team, but Judas had a secret life with inner desires that loved money and the things money 

can buy, more than Jesus,  

So why did Demas throw it all in? Why did he desert his friend and leader Paul and his other 

fellow workers? Why did he quit rather than persevere as a labourer for the Kingdom of God? 

We don’t really know. Paul is all rather matter of fact about it. The only hint is Paul’s 

comment that he loved this world. This was a decision of the heart with grave consequences 

not only for him, but others. 

Yet, Demas’ decision to leave the team, to stop labouring, surely should sound a warning to 

all of us! And lest we think that this could never happen to us, listen to Paul’s honest 

appraisal of his own vulnerability in I Corinthians 9:27: 
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I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I 

myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

And later in I Corinthians 10:12 with respect to temptation: ‘So, if you think you are standing 

firm, be careful that you don’t fall.’   

We similarly must not be naïve or over confident of our spiritual ability to stand firm long 

term. We must recognise our constant need of grace in this great battle. Then perhaps we may 

be able like him to say when we’ve reached the end of our labours: 

The time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge will award to me on that day.  2 Timothy 4:7-8 

 

Today, this is the vision we want to keep in mind. This is the finish I hope you want to have. 

Perhaps in our time today God will give us some spiritual mettle and resolve to make sure 

that we gain this goal and some ideas on the means for maintaining our passion for labouring 

for the long term. Maybe for some of us, in the next hour or so, the Spirit of God will reveal a 

few things that may well be crucial to our finishing the race more like Paul than Demas. 

Let me pray towards this end! 

Teach us, enable us, open our minds and hearts. Reveal any tendencies toward loving 

this world more than Christ. 

------------- 

Let’s now look at some Essential factors for Labouring for a Lifetime. 

 

Let’s begin with the most important and the most practical idea regarding how to joyfully 

continue labouring for a lifetime. If you get this one right, like the first card in an open 

misere, the rest sort of play out. This is such an important and vital principle that the 

Navigators have made it the primary Core Value of our movement! Who knows what that 

Core Value is? 

 

The Passion to Know, Love and Become like Jesus Christ  

Let me share some thoughts about this and then I’d like us to in groups discuss how to make 

this Core Value practically strong in our lives in order to keep labouring for a lifetime. 

 

The first thing to note is the strength of feeling with which our movement pursues Christ. 

There is a fervency about it. Passion defines an intense, driving, emotion or conviction. It is 

often demonstrated by an enthusiastic affection and dedication. So those who engage in 

extreme sports are considered passionate as they put their body, even their lives on the line. 

 

Passion is not just a decision; it’s a compulsion. Passion is not merely an interest; it’s an 

obsession. It’s not something we make time for; it’s something that we work everything else 

around. 

Another word for this idea is zeal. And zeal was an attribute of Christ. His was a zeal for the 

glory of God. He demonstrated this zeal when he made a whip out of cords to drive the 

livestock from the temple; when he turned over tables and yelled at the religious charlatans to 

get out! How dare you, he said, turn my Father’s house into a market!! 
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When his disciples saw and heard all this they were reminded of the words of Psalm 69:9 – 

’Zeal for your house will consume me. Passion is consuming! Like a fire in dry wood! It will 

not be denied and will not stop until satisfied.  

 

This same fervent zeal is to be our response to getting to know Jesus, to ‘having a sincere 

love for Him and to becoming like Him. We yearn to see Him in all His glory and to see Him 

honoured and treasured by all.  

 

This ardent zeal for Christ is fuelled by a continual supply of increased knowledge & 

understanding of Christ; by reflecting on His glory! Such as how He is One with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit. How he is infinite in wisdom and power; greatness and majesty. How he 

is fully God, yet fully man! And what a man. One in whom there was no sin, no impure 

motive, no slip of the tongue. A man who demonstrated enormous compassion, mercy and 

love for ordinary broken people. This man, this One who is equal with God Almighty, will 

someday soon, appear in the splendour of His Eternal Lordship as judge and ruler of all. 

 

These type of reflections, help ignite the flames of passionate love, joy and zeal to please 

Him. A yearning to be like Him! A faith to persevere in the face of hardship. 

 

People of passion live as if all of life revolved around the object of their passion. Think of 

those madly in love or elite athletes or ardent revolutionaries. They are driven to great 

sacrifice. They are focussed and have tremendous energy in pursuit of their passion. They 

live beyond themselves to bring their passion to fruition. Should we be any less in our 

passion toward Jesus who has already passionately proven his love and choice of us to be his 

eternal bride.  

 

Consider the passion of the apostle Paul for Christ … Whatever was to my profit I consider 

loss for the sake of Christ. What’s more I consider everything as loss compared to the 

surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost everything. 

I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ… (Phil 3:7-10) 

 

No wonder he persevered. No wonder he faced down terrible suffering and hardship.  

 

This is the Primary Core Value of our movement and the heart throb of lifetime labouring! 

And we are not alone, for this is the primary core value for all creation! Because all things 

were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

God is well pleased to have all his fulness dwell in him. Col 1:16,17,19. 

 

Without this, we’ll probably settle for a life of comfort, a bit of wealth, some holiday time 

and to grow old with as little pain as possible. 

 

So let’s take some time now to discuss in groups a few questions: (20 minutes) 

1. Why do you think it is crucial to perseverance as a labourer to have a passion to 

know, love and become like Jesus Christ? 

 

2. What for you would it practically look like to maintain and fuel this passion in 

your life?  

 

Discuss for a while and then pray about this. I will then call us back together & have a few 

people share what your group came up with.  
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Perspective 

Besides a passion to know, love and become like Jesus another essential factor for labouring 

for a lifetime is to maintain the right perspective about life itself. Events of our past, future 

expectations and present realities. 

I’d like to do this by turning to Scripture’s exhortations to a group of people who were 

beginning to drift away from their sincere devotion to Christ. This is the setting and theme of 

the book of Hebrews.  

This letter was written to a community of Messianic Jews who were under pressure from 

others in the Jewish community to return to their traditional faith. They were likely to have 

been considered traitors to their heritage and over time some of them began to waver. So the 

writer, who is not identified, urgently writes to them about the foolishness and dire 

consequences of this spiritual laziness. He does so by showing them through a sustained 

argument, the superiority and pre-eminence of Christ over everything else and especially over 

the Old Testament model of worship and authority. As he builds this argument, the author 

gives some dire warnings about the lack of perseverance and the resulting hardness that 

occurs through unbelief. It’s a marvellous book about perseverance and maintaining 

perspective during hard times. 

I would like to draw attention to three big reasons for perseverance that the writer gives to 

these people which I feel are very applicable to help us persevere as lifetime labourers.  

The first is to consider how in your past you have experienced: 

1. God’s grace and sovereignty 
The writer (who must have known them well) exhorts them in Chapter 10 to remember the 

grace of God that had sustained them in the in the early days of their faith. 

Have someone read 10:32-36. 

Looking back to God’s grace and faithfulness in the past can be greatly encouraging and 

confidence building in the face of new challenges. In their case it was to how God had called 

them to Himself – in the author’s words how they had received the light. And then how God 

had sustained them through suffering and persecution, even imprisonment and confiscation of 

their property. 

So too with us. Keep in mind God’s grace and how He met us and saved us. How He called 

us to himself and then called us to serve. Personally, I find that one of the greatest 

motivations to endurance as a labourer is the sense of the call of God on my life as His 

servant. I believe He has called me to this ministry and to faithfulness in it. I have seen his 

answers to countless prayers regarding spiritual battle in the lives of people and my own life. 

I remember the amazing way He gave me a life partner for serving together in this calling. 

And how He sovereignly has directed us over the years. We have seen His guidance and 

experienced his wisdom for making big decisions of faith and in working through complex 

issues in ministry.  

These reminders of past grace feed endurance for present faithfulness. 

But like with the Hebrew believers we must not forget the times when things did not go as we 

had hoped or planned. Pretty challenging to sit in prison or watch your home be confiscated. 

But did these events escape the purposes of God?  
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‘Who can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not decreed it?’ Lamentations 3:37 

 These remind us that we are not in control of what happens, but neither are those who would 

cause us harm. Only God has absolute sovereign power to order and make use of all things 

that He allows to take place.   

So, in Scripture we hear Job declare his faith and reveal his strength of character when he 

says to his wife after her meltdown in the face of catastrophic suffering: ‘Shall we indeed 

accept good from God, and not accept adversity?’ Job 2:10.  

Let’s remember God’s grace and His Sovereignty to strengthen our perseverance. 

2.     Future: being motivated by an eternal perspective 

The second idea from Hebrews to guide our perseverance is to see with eyes of faith what’s 

coming! This world is not the end we seek, we must continually maintain an eternal 

perspective.  Have someone read 10:37-38. Then someone else 11:13-16.  

The ultimate victory and reign of Christ is inevitable and will happen soon. We must live 

watchfully and soberly in light of this or we are very foolish.  
 

Jesus prepared his disciples for the difficult times ahead and his imminent departure by 

setting before them a vision of eternity.  

 

We read in John 14:1-3: 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s 

house are many rooms. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 

take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.’  

 

In the hour of trial, he redirects their focus. He wants them to take their eyes off themselves 

and the circumstances of the moment and to set their hearts on the Greatness and Power of a 

Faithful God.  Trusting God is the key to contentment and the evidence of a heart that 

understands who is really in charge of things. Anxiety betrays a reduced vision of the 

sovereignty of God. 

  

He comforts them by revealing how his going was in reality a good deal for them. His leaving 

was the preparation for them getting to heaven (not to make the beds and get their rooms 

ready, but rather to make it possible for them to be in one of those rooms – an implicit 

reference to his sacrificial death and resurrection of victory).  

 

So, their anxiety, though a natural response under the circumstances, actually revealed a 

priority problem. A misunderstanding of what was best for them. What could compare with 

the wonder of being in the Father’s house where the presence of God resides in unadorned 

brilliance. Going there would mean the perfection of their souls, everlasting life, the joy of an 

angelic host who would call them brothers, the enjoyment of a state of existence without sin.   

 

Jesus wanted to lift their hearts to that greater and ultimate good. He was doing everything 

necessary to establish them as valued members of God’s household. If they kept this vision 

before their eyes, it would refine their priorities and keep them from misplaced trust and 

misplaced fear. What’s the worst that can happen? Death? From this perspective even death 

is a blessing. Being cashed up and in possession of a good home will seem pretty ordinary, 

and the fear of what men think or can do to us not very important.  
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How are we doing with this perspective? Are you looking forward to eternity? Does it impact 

your leadership stability and sense of peace and tranquillity as you lead? 

 

In his book Future Grace, John Piper writes, ‘The battle against despondency is a battle to 

believe the promises of God.’ That night Jesus gave these disciples a promise. They would be 

with him in his home! Trust Him! Trust the Father! Don’t let your hearts be troubled.  

 

They failed in the battle against discouragement that night, but O how this promise would 

have empowered their courage later.   

 

This promise of future grace and all the other promises Jesus had given, made a huge impact 

on their longevity in ministry. It’s remarkable to see how this worked out in their lives as they 

took responsibility for the mission after receiving the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

For example, we read how Peter and John boldly looking death in the face in Acts 4 before 

the Sanhedrin. No troubled hearts on this occasion to the wonder and astonishment of their 

judges. Later when they and the other apostles are persecuted in Acts 5, they rejoice about 

being flogged, placing a high value on it saying that they had been counted worthy of 

suffering disgrace for the Name. Strange! Normally its promotion or position or title we 

count worthy. Celebrities get invited to all the good events. Apostles get invited to suffer 

disgrace and count it as a trophy! A trophy of grace. 

 

Which leads to the next idea in Hebrews I want to mention. Not only should we look to the 

past for encouragement from memories of the grace and sovereignty of God in our lives and 

to the future grace of our imminent glory in the house of God, but we should in the present:  

 

3. View hardship as discipline from a loving Father (read 12:4-11).  

If you want to finish well, if you want to labour for a lifetime, then you must accept hardship 

as the normal process by which God develops his children – all for their good and holiness.  

 

CS Lewis comments on this section of Scripture in his chapter on the goodness of God in the 

book “The Problem of Pain.’  He notes the vastly different visions that we have for our lives 

as compared to God’s vision for our lives. He writes that we for the most part want to be 

happy and that we would like for God to act towards us like a benevolent grandfather who 

‘likes to see young people enjoying themselves’ so that at ‘the end of everyday it could be 

said that a good time was had by all.’  

 

However, Lewis points out that this is not the Biblical view of God. God is a God of love and 

we are his divine work of art, and therefore something which He will not be satisfied with 

until it has a certain character. So, He will not leave us alone to follow our natural impulses, 

as we may wish He would do sometimes, but He gives us the ‘intolerable compliment’ of 

loving us so much that he acts in a sustained way towards the perfection of His beloved. 

Though we may desire less of His attention in this regard, He loves us too much to comply 

with our wishes.   

 

So, when things get a bit rough, a bit challenging, rejoice that you have a Father who is 

caring for you more than you care about yourself. He is faithful and when He says He 

purposes for you to be conformed to the image of His son (Rom 8:29). He keeps His Word!  
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So, we must accept the fact that, through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 

God (Acts 14:22) and that frustration, disappointment, conflict, stress and sickness are 

normal and to be expected not railed against. They should lead us to cry out to God for His 

enabling power to persevere and press on and live joyfully and obediently amid these 

challenges. As the apostle Paul taught we are to work out our salvation with fear and 

trembling (there is a lot at stake), for it is God who works in us both to will and to work for 

his good pleasure (our total dependence, even as we strive diligently) (Phil 2:12-13).  

 

This is the wonder of the gospel way. This most wonderful of treasures is being shown and 

carried to the world by jars of clay. By weak vessels of flesh and blood who are tempted by 

many desires. Only God’s omnipotence could assure the result of this strategy. 

 

In your groups I would like you now to discuss these ideas. The questions I’d like you to 

respond to are: (20 minutes) 

1. How has remembering God’s grace and sovereignty in the past helped you persevere as a 

labourer? 

2. How might having an eternal perspective be a deterrent to shrinking back? 

3. Have you felt hardship was God’s fatherly discipline in your life & ministry? Why/why 

not? 

 

Review  

Labouring for a Lifetime is what we yearn to do and see all of those involved in our 

ministries do. In order to be lifetime labourers we have so far today mentioned some: 

Essential Factors for Lifetime Labouring 

1. Passion: To know, love and become like Jesus Christ 

2. Perspective: Maintaining God’s view of life experiences 

a. Past: remembering God’s grace and sovereignty in our lives 

b. Future: being motivated by an eternal perspective 

c. Present: viewing hardship as a loving Father’s discipline for our good 

 

A few final thoughts on some other essential factors for persevering in labouring which I will 

only go into briefly. Much more could be said about these: 

Lifetime labourers need coaches / alongsiders 

Paul Tournier the highly regarded Swiss physician and counselor taught that everyone needs 

to be listened to, understood and taken seriously, and that is definitely true of leaders and 

laborers who are seeking to advance the Gospel by living and discipling among the lost.   

Labourers need other labourers who will come alongside them to listen and understand their 

situation. And if possible, they need someone who can act as a coach to help them work out 

their own issues. They don’t need to be told what to do, nor do they expect another to really 

understand their context, but they surely appreciate someone who will “get in the boat with 

them”. When you are slugging it out day in and day out, it is easy to feel isolated and lonely. 

Ex. Mongolia – listen and ask questions, then debrief.   /     Indonesia – city leadership team – 

someone who will see with different eyes and give counsel 
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Lifetime labourers need community.  

We were never meant to be lone rangers. We need a place for our own social and spiritual life 

to be nurtured by other members of the body and by other gifted people. We need a safe place 

to be vulnerable and open about what’s going on inside. We need a place where we see the 

‘one anothers’ of scripture take place.  It need not be large, but it needs to be vital and 

consistent. 

 

Yet it also needs to be a place where the mission of the labourer is valued and encouraged. 

People who can be partners with us, if not in the day to day aspects of the ministry itself, at 

least in prayer, accountability and heart for the ministry. Paul himself always ministered in 

the context of a team of labourers and in building communities who supported the mission. 

 

Lifetime labourers must constantly clarify the vision for what they are trying to 

accomplish and the things that they need to focus on to get there. 

 

We can so quickly, especially in difficult ministry environments, lose sight of what we are 

trying to accomplish or get distracted by secondary or irrelevant issues to the task God has 

asked us to do. For this reason, we need to regularly go through a guided process of clarifying 

for ourselves our vision. This will keep our energy and time focussed on the task. 

 

We need to ask ourselves: What exactly is it that God and the Navigators are asking me to 

do? How will I know if I’ve done a good job before God, my supervisor and my conscience? 

I try to do this thoroughly once/year, but then reviewing it more often. 

 

Lifetime labourers need to adapt to changing conditions and be able to learn new 

methods and find new tools for those new conditions. 

 

Over a lifetime we are going to see many changes. In ourselves, our families, our culture, the 

global society. Therefore, to labour effectively during change we must think about how we 

can adapt ourselves to those conditions. It’s learning to think like a missionary. The 

seriousness of our calling of bringing salvation to lost people should drive us to continual 

learning. 

 

This will require asking good questions of the new culture and really listening to those we are 

called to serve to understand the way they think and feel, the challenges of their lives and 

particular situations. How do they answer the big questions? Like: 

 How would you describe God? Do they think he is found in many religions? Do they 

see him as all loving without judgement? Or is he highly exalted and unapproachable? 

 

 How would they describe human nature? Are we like animals only a bit smarter? 

Essentially good not sinful, but lacking in self esteem? 

 

 What would they say is the basis for morality or ethics? Are they relative to the 

person or situation? 

 

 What is the meaning of human existence?  To be the best we can before we die? Or 

like a friend who was a lecturer at ANU said, there is no meaning to life, we just make 

it up. 
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 Are any of these beliefs a bridge to the gospel? Which would need to be abandoned to 

embrace the gospel? 

 

To answer these we will need to be with people often and able to engage them at this level. 

We may also need involvement in a learning community of labourers who will help us work 

toward ways to respond, new methods and tools for a new group or environment.  

 

Similarly, lifetime labourers need to constantly be developing in their knowledge of the 

Scriptures as their primary tool of ministry. Improving in understanding and interpretation. 

 

Lifetime labourers must be continually transformed in character by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we who 

with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with 

ever increasing glory, which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

    II Corinthians 3:17-18 

In II Chronicles 14-16 we find the story of King Asa of Judah.  

 

Here is what the chronicler reports about him: Read II Chronicles 14:2-6. 

Later the Cushites declare war and we see Asa’s great faith in God. Read vs 11-13. 

The prophet Azariah comes to commend Asa’s faithfulness to God. Read 15:1-2  

This encouragement leads Asa to even further reforms (15:8) and we find that people from 

the Northern tribes begin coming to Judah since the saw that God was with Asa (vs9).  

This revival of the faith of the nation is so intense that they entered into a covenant as a 

community ‘to seek the LORD (vs12), the God of their fathers, with all their heart and soul.  

 

They sought God eagerly, and he was found by them. So the LORD gave them rest on every 

side.”  

  

So, we see in this story a person who wholeheartedly sought God and was obedient to God 

and how this was attractive to others who wanted to know God. What a great movement of 

God is begun by a humble, faithful follower of God.  

 

But sadly 20 years, we find pride replacing humble faith as Asa’s story resumes in II 

Chronicles 16. He’s older now and is being tested politically in a similar way to his early 

years, when the Northern Kingdom of Israel attacks Judah. Yet this time instead of seeking 

God he seeks an alliance with Aram. The alliance works, but God is not impressed and 

rebukes him through the seer Hananiah. In the rebuke we have the famous words ‘for the 

eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 

committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.” 

Instead of repentance and humility Asa rewards the prophet with a prison sentence.  

  

How can this be?  Pride.  

1. Firstly, we see a pride in his own wisdom and ability. Solutions other than seeking 

God are now used. Spiritual zeal has cooled into pragmatic decision-making.  

 

2. We also see pride in his status and position – he is too proud to be corrected or to 

learn. His pride results in anger and wrongful use of his power. This was so different 
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than the earlier case of when a prophet went to King David to rebuke him for his sin 

with Bathsheba. David repents and is broken and humbles his heart before God. 

 

3. In Asa’s case pride has now hardened his heart so much that 3 years later, when he 

gets a severe disease in his feet, he will not seek help from God, but only the 

physicians.  

 

I find this story very instructive and a powerful example of the need we have for 

consistent godly character to finish well.  

 

So, let’s take some time now to pray on our own and ask the Father, what might be something 

He would want us to apply from this workshop in order to take a step toward being a lifetime 

labourer?  Then pray. 

 
 

 


